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ABSTRACT

Exploration and experimentation are two key termsany teacher’s life; without them teaching becomes

monotonous. Continuing professional development)dR accepted as an integral part of teacher aduchecause only
a continuous practice of teaching and learning rassa high level of expertise and enables the &rado keep their
professional skills and knowledge up-to-date with heed of the present generation. CPD therefan@dimot be regarded
only as an obligatory activity just to meet theuiegment of the classroom but teachers should #starking beyond the
newest pedagogical approaches and also concentratelevant and up-to-date knowledge in the useedinology and
latest interesting tools of teaching with ententaémt. In this regard we can talk about role of alogiedia which can be
termed as an excellent tool for teaching the pitegeneration challenging youngsters and correlate their technical
savvy mind. The educators need to view it as anodppity to develop professionally as well as topiove their
classroom skills by not being restricted to thesstaom itself rather they can reach out to the rdée¢de students beyond
hours at their availability through some social mdike Twitter. Longer serving teachers are natassarily reluctant to
change their CPD. Therefore this paper primarillf focus on encouraging longer serving teacherstay in touch with
the recent developments and continue to challémgje practice by making innovations regarding lesglans, assignment
based learning, grammar and vocabulary practicesigih activities and games, getting connected wide range of
educators discussing over a vast innovative ideasrguage teaching as well as learning througkriibhment and
maintaining 24X7 relationship with students and Cfibugh Twitter, a world which brings the firstezhtion in an
educator’s life that a single ‘Click’ matters a ldtan that of Papers. This paper intends to bringadl those new

techniques and developing changes which lead fiicfgat teaching by a specialist.
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INTRODUCTION

Let's Tweet in the Paperless World

Present day teaching professionals are made totamopew paradigm as their preparation is based
self-direction and personal validation with complexethods of technology yet repeatable practice renmient.
It is supported by emerging interdisciplinary kneddge concerning the unique affordances of digitatim for social
networking and professional assessment as welllirApge of the past reveals that the social medi dieeady been
integrated into an informal education system faradkes. Now-a-days social media has emerged asdbsesophisticated

way of upgrading oneself and of practicing selbmnfiative way of upgradation.

When we look into the profession of an educatofing a certain pause in the preparation very ofied the term
“monotony” is quite habitual. The teachers of thhesent generation will be at falter to match uphwtie traditionally

growing aged students with their unique intellettuaderstanding as they are a different kind ofrdees which any
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experienced ever faced in the past. This generafiatigital natives has caught educators flat fdot®o to correlate with
those numerous computerized minds the educatoes teasdvance with Continuous Professional Develaprasing the
latest attractive social media and network wheeeythet a chance outside the professional formafgola and can
experiment the new techniques of teaching and dadien. Educators need to artifice with the outerlds matching the
interest of the students and that can be possiiievehen they can match their technological wavgtkerwith the students
who are very advanced in the present days. Soheegducators need to get a start with the differayts of technologies
and also elevate ourselves with new course assigism&nd enriching our contacts with different pssfenals.
An educator needs to be observant and be passithateds learning from other teachers and chasa¢he paths of

teaching interestingly.

In synchronization with the changing times we edoisashould incorporate the latest trends in infation
technology like Web 2.0 (Hargadon). The World Witfeb facilitated information exploring, sharing amekworking in
phenomenal manner. Social networking has changeértire way of communicating making the entire ld/iar platform
and it can also be used for education; hence it beagalled education networking. Blogging, micrggimng, location,

aggravators and social networks like Wordplus, Tmbwitter, Yammer, Foursquare, Facebook, Spaadydhot,

Social Book Marking Sites have facilitated commatien at any instant of time reaching out to anmagvork of people.

Informal learning is a part of the new learning noetology. Where people form a network. And micrgjgliog
or twitter supports it extensively. It has caughe tfancy of many a people with its brief yet effici way of
communication. It is a microblog where an idea lbartommunicated through short messages restrigtedQ characters.
McFedries (2007) provided the following definitiohA microblog can be seen as a weblog that is res to
140 characters per post but is enhanced with soelorking facilities”. Through different toolské Jaiku, Pownce,
Plurk, Lacomina we can tweet our ideas and opinid¥es can also post links using hash tag which avitctly lead us to

the blog or video or you tube or webinar.

In Twitter we get updates of different people whigim tweet of something which matches our intesestve can
be a member in the discussion panel and also getected to the experts through chatrooms or skyperavwe can
discuss and share online where many experts witdmmected together. For being in regular touclh widme resource
persons we have some link liEmglish feed If we once follow this link, we get the updateswhat the other people are
doing on that day, by writing an example using grean idiom or structure of the day. Even this limkrks for new
materials on grammar & vocabulary which they pasetto time for improvement of the educators ad aslstudent’s

benefit.

The British Council CPD framework for teachers ofglish specifies a range of skills and knowledgewolve
from the novice to the Specialist. To grow from teginner or novice to the specialist one needmtdinuously learn,
Lesson plans, assignments planning courses, uaddisy the learners needs and learning styles,adogting latest
technologies, evaluation finding resources, reifigcbn teaching and learning and pursuing reseanch publishing-all
can be done through twitter through networking vgtbfessionals where there will be a lot of conttibg, collaborating

and creating. (Hargadon)

A novice to the social media for utilizing it toathing can start browsing certain links where mactyities and

games are found on both grammar and vocabularysso &e proficient in terms of teaching content @amubvative
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teaching strategies. Similarly the skills of listeyy reading and writing can also be imparted usiogel methods.
Several links like Learn English_BC from the BtitisCouncil can be accessed through Twitter. Othéke |

EnglishTips4U, English247, CambridgeWords, etc are other potential resourc&BCle is an excellent resource for

idioms. The educator will gain command on incorfiatatechnology with teaching. Twitter is usefultime sense that
students can be reached at their flexible timindemwthey can share their thoughts other than tasskoms and
accordingly the educators can plan for short agségrs and projects and some videos and presergdtiothe students to
work into it. Online tasks both for the educatorsl dhe learners are interesting sources of learathgr then that of
traditional way of learning in a classroom wherer¢his only information transmission. With sucmtjg the students will
also be encouraged to come out of their shakinedgparticipate more and more into public activitidsich will raise

their confidence as well as exposure.

CPD says we have to be proficient at every workane doing. For being proficient we need to upgrade
knowledge and skills reflecting more deeply on k#ag and learning and also more actively creatietyvorks with other
teachers worldwide. Keeping up with the procesdesfelopment and sharing, Twitter gives us a chémeead the latest
tweets by excellent professionals and educatorshwtiin make some difference in the way of our iegrrin Twitter we
can access the updates in the latest developmetucktion. As is the common feature of all sogiatlia we can share

and discuss our ideas with other educators in €ndtt every interval.

Even we can share our ideas regularly at a paatiqudint of time by forming a Chatroom. We can tiveeme
new ideas on planning lessons and courses, undéisggassignments and managing lessons, evalumtibassessment in
technical teaching and ask other professionalgheir feedbacks and suggestion. We can uploadeistieg innovative
videos of our classroom or certain activities we n@ke our students do and ask for expert’s consramd play a pivotal
role in continuous professional development to oyfoeing challenging educators. For our own refezemne always have
the freedom to access different videos on diffetepics by different teachers throughout the wotlikewise we can
develop our own materials and also improve theityuaf our materials. There are some english cinbBwitter, free club

for learners and teachers of English worldwide. &&e use the tagwinglish to practice English on Twitter.

Most essentially in our hectic life we hardly getlsance to meet with scholars at a regular inteseatocial
media like Twitter get us connected to all sortp@dple from whom there is a lot to learn and iteitend discuss opinions
on both practice and policy, blogs on a range tfexis and e-learning packages that support sedt@id learning and

practice development.

Once we have mastered the tweet and want to expaochetworking, we will come across Educator PLN.
Today, Educatoiis a Ning community of educators who participatediscussions, and share videos and resources.
The final way to attract some follows when startingis to follow hashtags, we will find some vesetul educators under

the following tags, and we can simply search festhin the twitter search feature at the top optme:
#ukedchat
#edtech
#elearning or #elearn

#mlearn
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#ipadchat
With these resourceful persons we can always @rttea new experimental world of teaching.

From a CPD point of view technology is opening ygsians for us that have never been available befand
personally | think that should be celebrated arated. Professionals believe their better undedstg of the subject
can be represented if they can present or pubiiisin thoughts or work in papers so social mediggithat opportunity to
access through different author’'s writings and aésecute our own and get it published into différgournals.
Wikipedia and You Tube give us the opportunityesaarch through a varied range of materials aedsifyy our thoughts
into greater level. Through Twitter we get the oppoity to connect to some journals as well as ghblg house where
we have a chance to contribute our experimentatar@isce. Sometimes some workshop or seminarsedgdeah distant
places where it might not be possible to reacthen aitleast we can get the updates on the diffeagrs and go through
the different discussions and the contents as s&tll Even we can access through various onlireiéis and drill a wide

range of reading in our area of interest in Twitter

As a mandatory part of education Feedback systemtéleen a prime role in any institution now-a-days.
So even if we are in Twitter we get a chance téecokhe feedback from a varied range of expersuiph whom we can
rectify our errors and even get recommendationsagpadeciation for our work which helps in gainimpfidence and plan
for a new twist in our teaching methodologies. Tikia platform of huge depth and diversity of idaas resources to be
shaped by different teachers. An interesting inpaihave in twitter is every Thursday evening fromi® to 9 p.m there is
a “ukedchat” CPD session where teachers share ithefis on an educational or topic that has beeedvdr in the
preceding week. All of the tweets need to cont&i@ hashtag #ukedchat to feature in this fluid @nloollaboration.
To join in with the fast moving but amazingly coripey group discussion, all we need to do is typ&etchat into the
search feature and we are through. Users will divdeg, resources and ideas and others will retufebey like what they
see. The moderator will periodically pose challeggijuestions or thoughts that will then be disadis®ée are sure to be
left breathless at the 9pm “close of play”, butlwié armed with a plethora of new ideas with whiglimplement in our
classroom or just the satisfaction of having sharedideas with others and getting feedback forcetien of any idea.

So we can always give it a go as we never know wieamight learn.

With these, educators can participate in the nenoéiprofessional development-an era of idea exgdadhat is
accessible anywhere, anytime and that connectdigltts brightest minds. These newly qualified ®dre real-time,
cost-effective, and accessible around the worldd a@hey are driven by practitioners not by theoratis.
Social media-facilitated idea sharing and onlinespeal learning networks also bypass the challerjesaditional
professional development, including time and mowgewstraints, uninterested participants, and an ewephasis on
irrelevant or boring content. These are the ardasleweloping which makes the basic of continuousfgesional

development stronger.

If we are able to make ourselves the prime natofegpdated technology then we can fulfill the lasteria of
CPD that is we can be the specialist in our owerggted areas within the vast subjects. There arg/ nvays to enhance
our skills and lessons through social media. Sanestiwe find our students not interested in clasg Ioeathe classes go
too long or stressful. Even we are sometimes stbpp@ point to give our best performance becafis®bngated hours so

in that case we have an advantage of this typea#éknetworks like Twitter. As it contains only Q4haracters so short
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assignments can be easily planned and posted &iutients in a mode of competition or else as a gupuzzle to other
educators for learning through entertainment. Sdt&€mas the name suggests a high pitch sound peatiy a small bird,
gave us the opportunity to upgrade ourselves, boostelves and innovate us to give a new intergsdingle to our
teaching as well as learning.

Once we start tweeting, can qualify newly as dgwetle and proficient educators in advanced langteaghing
as well as learning ourselves. We become the dgcigith the process of continuous professionavedgpment.
Face, tweet & link — in the space of the sky.

REFERENCES
1. http://www.taylorprograms.com/images/Teaching_GesXt\odf
2. http://prezi.com/chaorwim9auv/copy-of-social-mediabile-technology-cpd/
3. http://lwww.teachingexpertise.com/articles/cpd-cottyderbullying-3678
4. http://lwww.i-studentglobal.com/learning-englishifitter-accounts-to-help-you-learn-english

5. http://www.sec-ed.co.uk/best-practice/twitter-thestcpd-around

Impact Factor(JCC): 1.1783 - This article can be denloaded from www.impactjournals.us







